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Where will the school be situated? 
The school is to be situated in the former City School of Law building in the 

heart of Gray’s Inn, part of London’s historic legal district and within walking 

distance of both senior schools.  

The address of the school is: 4 Gray's Inn Place, London, WC1R 5EY. 

Why are you doing this now? 
A once in a life-time opportunity has arisen to acquire a unique and 

extraordinary site which can be completely remodelled to create a modern 

and exciting learning environment within beautiful and secure surroundings. 

The shared aims of the senior schools include the enhancement of our junior-

age provision and to increase opportunities for collaboration between our 

two schools, while preserving their distinct identities. 

City of London School for Girls (CLSG) and City of London School 

(CLS) are proud to announce the establishment of their joint co-

educational junior school for children aged between 7 and 11 at 

Gray’s Inn.  

City Junior School (CJS) will open in September 2022 and pupils 

will transfer automatically to our senior schools at 11+. 
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When and how will it open? 
The school will open in September 2022 with approximately 150 pupils:  

• Year 3 – 75 pupils, girls and boys  

• Year 4 – 25 pupils, girls  

• Year 5 – 24 pupils, girls  

• Year 6 – 24 pupils, girls  

The girls in Years 4-6 will move over from the prep school at CLSG, and from 

September 2022 there will no longer be any junior-age pupils educated at 

CLSG.   

In September 2022, CLS will offer their usual 10+ entry to join Old Grammar 

(Year 6) at the senior school.   

From September 2025, the school will be fully co-educational and there will 

be approximately 300 pupils.  

Why will it be a co-educational junior school?  
Our combined experience of teaching children in both primary and secondary 

schools has shown us that pupils greatly benefit from being educated 

together in primary school, but then thrive in single sex schools when they 

reach secondary school age.   

What is your vision?  
Our junior school will be a happy, supportive and stimulating school which 

will allow children to develop as confident and grounded individuals with a 

life-long love of learning.   

We will place kindness and compassion at the heart of what we teach and 

offer a modern, forward-thinking and academically rigorous education which 

will enable children to be creative, collaborative and independent thinkers.   

Our pupils will leave our junior school ready to thrive at our senior schools, 

equipped with skills, experiences and friendships that will help them flourish 

throughout their lives.   

Our assessment procedures will look for children with academic potential, 

rather than those who have been overly tutored for assessments. We will be 



 3 

accessible to a wide and diverse intake and embed the ethos of the City of 

London Family of Schools with its shared ideal of educational excellence for 

all young people, irrespective of background and family finances.  

Facilities  

Where will the children be taught?  
Pupils will be taught in modern, light and airy classrooms and there will be 

specialist teaching areas for PE, science, DT, art, drama and music. The library 

will be at the heart of the school and there will be a large hall space for 

assemblies.   

The pupils will also have access to the fantastic facilities of both senior schools 

such as their swimming pools and theatre spaces. We will also make the most 

of our central London location to take the learning out of the classroom 

wherever possible. 

What changes to the school building will be  
made before opening?  
The main school building will benefit from a major refurbishment before the 

school opens. It has previously been used as an educational setting and there 

are few restrictions on how we can use the internal space. Refurbishment 

work will be undertaken during the 2021/22 academic year, and we are 

currently working with architects to design an exciting educational space that 

is safe, comfortable and inspiring for children.   

What facilities will there be for outdoor play? 
The children will have outside play at lunchtime in an area of the grounds of 

Gray’s Inn which will be for their sole use at that time. At break, there will be 

a variety of different arrangements depending on the timetable for the day 

and will include indoor and outdoor activities. 
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What will be the provision for Games and PE?  
The children will be able to engage in a wide variety of different sporting 

activities both within the curriculum and as extra-curricular clubs. On site at  

the school, we plan to offer archery, fencing, karate, yoga, dance, 

gymnastics... Children will be given every opportunity to get moving and keep 

active!   

They will also benefit from local sports facilities such as those found at nearby 

Coram’s Fields and those found at the two senior schools, which include two 

swimming pools, a climbing wall and large Astroturf pitches. 

Admissions  
More information about out admissions process can be found  

in our Admissions Information document. 

Why start at 7+?  
We believe that academic potential can be reliably identified at this age. Our 

intention is that children joining the junior school at 7+ will transfer to our 

senior schools, and we want to ensure that they will thrive there.  

How will you assess for entry?  
The school will be academically selective. In the Autumn Term of Year 2, 

candidates will be invited to sit assessments in mathematics and English, the 

results of which will be age standardised. The papers are created in-house, 

and we do not publish sample papers. Children who show potential will be 

invited back early in the Spring Term for a second round of assessments. 

These will be more practical in nature and will be designed to help us 

understand more about each child’s learning dispositions, such as curiosity, 

resilience, creativity and collaboration.  

https://d1dhn91mufybwl.cloudfront.net/downloads/pdfs/vtj0xtr02v/vtj0xtr02v.pdf?v=1627550099
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Will you have a sibling policy for the junior 
school?  
We welcome applications from families for siblings, but we understand that 

every child is different. Siblings will be assessed alongside all applicants to 

ensure that they will thrive at both the junior and senior schools.  

Will there be specific feeder schools?   
We will draw from a wide and diverse intake of pupils from across London 

and from a range of educational backgrounds.  

Will there be bursaries?   
We plan to offer means-tested bursaries from September 2022. Our 

leadership and development team are working on the funding for this bursary 

programme, and we hope for this programme to build up over the years. 

How will you aim for an inclusive entry?  
Our assessment procedures are designed to look for children with academic 

potential, rather than those who have been overly tutored for assessments. 

The school will be accessible to a wide and diverse intake and embed the 

ethos of the City of London Family of Schools with its shared ideal of 

educational excellence for all young people, irrespective of background and 

family finances.  Alongside means-tested bursaries, the school will offer an 

enhanced partnership programme with local primary schools.  

What will the fees be?  
The fees will be in line with the current fees for the CLSG prep school on 

opening. For the 2021/22 academic year, fees at the prep school will be 

£6,888 per term. From the 2023/24 academic year, fees will be established 

independently of either senior school.  
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Transfer to senior schools  

Will there be automatic entry to the senior 
schools?   
Yes. We expect pupils who join us at Year 3 will transfer to the relevant 

senior school in Year 7 to continue their education. Both CLSG and CLS have 

plans to increase the size of their intake at Year 7 so the intake of children 

from CJS would not reduce the number of spaces available at 11+.   

Pupils at the junior school will not sit competitive 11+ exams for the senior 

schools. This will allow our Year 5 and 6 curricula to be broad in its scope, 

and teachers will be able to focus more on study skills and learning 

dispositions, allowing the children to start Year 7 confident, relaxed and ready 

for their next challenge. Assessments, both summative and formative, will be 

carried out regularly by the teachers so we will have a very clear sense of how 

each child is progressing.   

We aim to select at Year 3 pupils who will thrive in our senior schools. Very 

rarely it may become apparent that the senior school is not the best place for 

a child to continue their education. Such a decision would be reached 

mutually between parents and the school, following conversations and 

interventions over an extended period. In these cases, we will support the 

pupils and their families fully in the transition to another school.  

What if I want my child to change school at 11+?  
There are occasions when parents choose to relocate their children for senior 

school. We will be supportive of this, offering guidance on which schools may 

be suitable, writing references and authorising absences requested for exams. 

We will not offer 11+ exam preparation classes, however. We believe that 

any child who follows our curriculum and who participates fully in school life 

will be more than well enough prepared for transition to Year 7.  
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Travel to school  
The school is centrally located minutes from Chancery Lane underground and 

many bus routes and we will encourage the use of public transport. There will 

be bike and scooter racks available, and we hope that a minibus system will 

be in operation acting as a shuttle between the junior and senior schools. 

Drop-off and pick-up will, of course, be supervised at all times. 

Life at City Junior School 

How and what will the children be learning?  
Children will be taught in form groups of up to 25 children, made up of 

roughly equal numbers of girls and boys. Each class will have a teacher and a 

classroom assistant. Children will be taught by their form teacher and also by 

specialist teachers, depending on the subject and the year group. Pupils in 

Years 5 & 6 will have more lessons taught by specialist teachers in preparation 

for their transition to the senior schools.   

Children will take part in four PE lessons a week and will have opportunities 

to take part in competitive sports through various school organised clubs and 

squads.   

Music will be taught as a curriculum subject, and there will be a range of 

choirs for the children to join. Orchestra and other ensembles will be part of 

school life, and there will be opportunities for all children to perform in 

concerts and productions. The pupils will be able to choose from a wide 

range of instruments for one-to-one music lessons.   

Our co-curricular offer will be timetabled as part of the school day, and 

children will be able to select a topic to explore with pupils from other year 

groups. Currently we offer stand-up comedy, Greek, debating, mime, 

engineering, cookery, robotics and textiles to name but a few!  
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Will there be wraparound care?  
We will operate a Breakfast Club from 7.30am and an After School Club until 

6pm every day during term time. 

What will happen at lunchtime?  
Children will eat lunch in the hall at Gray’s Inn. All dietary requirements can 

be catered for and the children will take part in ‘family style’ dining, sitting 

with pupils from other year groups and members of staff. Lunchtime will last 

one hour and children will split their time equally between eating and playing. 

What will the uniform be?  
Children will wear an affordable, sustainable and gender-neutral uniform: this 

will likely be a regulation polo-shirt and sweatshirt. 

Leadership and governance  

Who will be its Head?  
Rachel Thompson will be the first Head. Rachel is the current Head of Prep at 

CLSG and has over 17 years' experience working in primary education, both 

in London and overseas. This will ensure continuity for CLSG prep girls who 

move to the joint junior school in September 2022.  

To whom will the Head report?  
The Head will report to the heads of CLS and CLSG and a newly formed 

governing body.  

Will there be a separate governing body from  
the senior schools?  
Yes.  It will report to the CLS and CLSG Boards on strategic matters and, as 

with all City of London schools, to the City of London Corporation directly as 

required. 
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