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Introduction

City Junior School (CJS) is committed 
to ensuring that every pupil moves on 
to the next stage of their education with 
confidence and success. 

It is our expectation that all children who join us at Year 3, or via 
occasional places, will transfer to the senior schools to continue 
their education. This is provided they maintain good academic 
progress and behaviour and demonstrate the ability to thrive. 

This policy explains how the transfer from CJS to City of London 
School (CLS) and City of London School for Girls (CLSG) works and 
is designed to provide clarity for parents and prospective families.

Principles of Transfer
Parents accept a place at CJS on the understanding that, 
provided their child maintains good academic progress and 
demonstrates appropriate behaviour and engagement, they will 
transfer to CLS or CLSG at the end of Year 6 without the need to 
take part in the 11+ assessment process. 

Removing the need to prepare pupils for entrance exams allows 
the curriculum to be broader in scope and enables teachers to 
focus on skills and learning dispositions that will best prepare 
pupils for senior school and beyond. Our aim is to ensure that all 
children progressing to CLS and CLSG have the academic and 
personal skills to flourish.



Monitoring & Communication
Assessments, both summative and formative, are carried out 
regularly by teachers so that we have a clear sense of how each 
child is progressing. 

Parents receive updates through reports and meetings, and 
if concerns arise, these are shared promptly so that support 
strategies can be agreed together. Our aim is always to work in 
partnership with families to ensure every child is well prepared for 
senior school.

Suitability for Transfer
Suitability for transfer is assessed through a holistic view of 
each pupil’s development over time. Academic attainment and 
progress are central, particularly in English and mathematics. The 
pace of our curriculum is fast, which is appropriate for our very 
able learners and our pupils’ attainment would be expected to be 
well above national expectations for the end of year 6. 

As well as high levels of attainment in both English and maths we 
consider learning behaviours such as engagement in lessons, 
effort, and commitment to learning, alongside conduct and 
personal development. Pupils are expected to demonstrate 
respectful behaviour, maintain positive relationships, and uphold 
the values of the school community. Our experienced staff use 
their professional judgement to evaluate each child’s ability to 
thrive in our senior school environment.



How the Transfer Works
The transfer process begins from the moment a child joins 
CJS and continues throughout their time at the school. 
There is no single examination or assessment point. 
Instead, decisions are based on sustained progress and 
development.

•	 Years 3 and 4: The focus is on building strong academic 
foundations and personal growth. Any academic or behaviour 
concerns are identified early and discussed with parents. If 
there are concerns about senior school transition, the Head or 
Assistant Head will meet with parents during the summer term 
of Year 4 to talk through the situation and agree on a clear 
plan of support.

•	 Year 5: During the autumn term, a meeting is held for all 
parents to explain the transfer process, outline key dates, and 
answer any questions. Progress continues to be monitored 
closely. If concerns remain, the Head or Assistant Head meets 
with parents at the end of the autumn term to review progress 
and agree next steps.  

At the end of the spring term, parents receive a letter from 
the Head confirming that, subject to continued academic 
progress, an offer of a place will be made at the respective 
senior school. In rare cases where a decision cannot be 
finalised by the end of the spring term, further assessment and 
discussions may be required in the summer term. 

•	 Year 6: This year focuses on preparing pupils for the transition 
to senior school. Transition activities take place, and relevant 
academic and pastoral information is shared with CLS and 
CLSG to ensure continuity of support. Academic progress 
continues to be closely monitored throughout the year to 
ensure pupils maintain the standards required for transfer. 



Alternative Pathways
While it is expected that all children who join CJS will transfer to 
the senior schools, there may occasionally be situations where 
this is not the most appropriate next step for a child. Concerns 
are identified early and shared with parents at the earliest 
opportunity. Typically, this is during the summer term of Year 4 
or the autumn term of Year 5, following careful monitoring and 
review. 

Meetings with the Head or Assistant Head provide an opportunity 
to discuss progress, agree support strategies, and explore options 
together. The aim is always to reach a mutual agreement with 
families, guided by what is in the best interests of the child. 

Where an alternative pathway is recommended, families receive 
guidance to help secure an appropriate next school, with clear 
advice and support throughout the process. Please note that CJS 
does not provide 11+ preparation. The final decision regarding 
transfer rests with the Heads of the senior schools.


